The Constitution of the Scarlet Chess Club

Of

Arkansas State University

Article I. Name of the Organization

The official name of this voluntary student organization will hereby be, The Scarlet Chess Club of Arkansas State University, (The Scarlet Chess Club the short version).
Article II. Organization Description
A. The mission of the Scarlet Chess Club is to bring chess playing opportunities to the Arkansas State community. 
B. Also we will teach the basic understand of the rules of chess, for beginning players as well as critical analysis of the tactics of the game for more advanced players.
C. To facilitate the exchange of information among chess-playing members of the ASU community so that anyone wishing to do so may find an opponent to play and improve their skills outside of meetings of the Scarlet Chess Club as well as at meetings.
Article III. Eligibility for Membership

A. Membership in this club shall be open to individuals in good standing with Arkansas State University and who possess an interest and commitment to chess.

B. The Scarlet Chess club shall not discriminate its membership or participants on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, or sex.

Article IV. Officers

A. The officers of this The Scarlet Chess Club shall be as follows:
1. President, 

a. Serves as presiding officer at all meetings

b. Oversee all activities of the club
2. Vice-President

a. Perform the duties of the President if absent.
b. Responsible for the general activities, such as information sessions and other events.

c. Assist President when it is needed.

3. Secretary

a. Keep records of all executive board and general body meetings.

b. Maintain a list of all active members.

c. Maintain an email list in association with the webmaster.

d. Take attendance quickly and efficiently, and keep permanent attendance records.

e. Responsible for maintaining all routs of communication with members.

4. Treasurer
a. Maintain records of all business transactions of the chapter.

b. See that the chapter develops a yearly budget of income and expenditures.

c. Submit all event approval forms to the Office of Student Activities.

d. Attend all treasurer workshops if necessary.
5. Webmaster (this position is optional)
a. Responsible for maintaining the club web site.
b. Responsible for keeping an active email list in association with the secretary.
Other elected or appointed offices and positions may be added to this list.

Article V. Elections

A. Any member of the club who has attended at least four meetings in a given semester is eligible to run for office for the following semester. 

B. Any member of the club who has attended at least two meeting in a given semester is eligible to vote in elections held that semester. 

C. Officers shall be elected for a term of one semester. 

D. Elections for officers for the fall semester shall be held in April; elections for officers for the spring semester shall be held in December. 

E. The meeting at which elections are held shall be well-publicized at least one week in advance and a quorum of 50% of the total membership shall be required to conduct elections. 

Article VI. Voting procedure 
A. The current president shall conduct elections. 
B. Current officers shall not vote in elections unless to break a tie. 
C. The president for the coming term shall be elected first, followed by the secretary-treasurer. Members may nominate themselves or another member. 
D. The winner of an election shall be the candidate who receives an absolute majority of the votes. If there are more than two candidates, the first round of voting shall serve as a run-off; the two top vote getters will proceed to a final round of voting. 
Article VII. Impeachment of officers 
A. At any meeting a member who has attended at least two previous meetings may motion for impeachment of an officer for dereliction of duty or abuse of position. This motion must be seconded. The vote for impeachment shall take place at the next meeting, which will be well publicized. 
B. The motion for impeachment must receive the votes of two thirds of the total membership of the club to pass. 
C. If the motion to impeach an officer passes, an election to fill the office just vacated for the remainder of the semester shall immediately be held according to the above procedure.
D. If at any time an officer is forced to leave the University due to lack of good standing, he or she shall be considered impeached. 
Article VIII. Length of Term
A. President:  The President Elect begins term effective immediately following the opening of the President position.  The term ends when the President resigns, is removed by the members, or is no longer an official member.
B. Financial Officer and other positions:  These terms begin when appointed and end when removed by the President.

Article IX.  Dissolution of Organization

A. The uncommitted funds and property of the Scarlet Chess Club will be given to the Arkansas State community, if and when this organization becomes defunct.  These funds and equipment will be stored and used to support the creation of another organization that promotes chess at Arkansas State, as seen fit by the ASSU.

Article X.  Procedure to Amend Constitution
A. This Scarlet Chess Club Constitution may be amended by the President, as long as it still supports the general theme of promoting chess at Arkansas State University. The alteration must not contain provisions in conflict with the policies for this type of organization, as stated in the “Student Organization Handbook” or its successor document.  Any change that alters Article IV, Section C, Part 1 must be publicly announced to the member of Scarlet Chess Club.  The provision will remain in effect for the remainder of the term of the active President or one complete academic year, which ever is later.
	Bylaws to the Constitution of The Scarlet Chess Club

	I. Fiscal Year 
Fiscal year shall begin on the first day of August. 

II. Meetings 
1. Regular meetings of the Chapter shall be called weekly beginning with the academic year during regular school sessions.

2. Other meetings of the Chapter may be called by: 
a. Order of the President
b. Request of the Executive Board 
c. Request of at least five members of the Chapter; five days notice of such meetings shall be given. 

3. Meetings of the Executive Board shall be held by: 
a. Order of the President 
b. Call of the members of the Executive Board; except when required by urgency (as decided by the President), at least five days notice of such meeting shall be given. 

III. Amendments
Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed at any regular meeting of the chapter and shall be considered at the next meeting. The membership shall be informed of the proposed changes and the stated reasons for these changes. 
Approval of amendments shall be by a vote of two-thirds of the active members voting.


This document was drawn up by Famous C. Taylor, the originator and founder of The Scarlet Chess Club of Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, Arkansas. The document will stand as the formal guidelines for this organization as long as it complies with the requirements of the University. Submitted this 27 day of March, 2007 to the Tribal Leadership Center of Arkansas State University by Famous C. Taylor.
Famous C. Taylor

President

